
A Fortunate Life  
Leads to Future Giving 

I am part of a proud tradition dating to the 1950s, when Pace 

educated thousands of GIs returning from military service. In 

transferring from another university, I lost my military deferral. 

But instead of being drafted into the Army, I enlisted in the 

Marines, where I served 1½ years on various bases, and  

4½ years as a reservist, pursuing my Pace BBA. Most college 

expenses were reimbursed by my employer, Irving Trust.

 I was impressed with how seamlessly faculty blended abstract accounting with 

real-world application—an immediate parallel between the classroom and my job, 

where I worked full time while attending Pace. Professional preparation was evident 

with every class; I still credit Pace with teaching me to make presentations, write 

business letters, and generally contributing to my success. 

 Over my career with American Airlines and Avis Rent-a-Car, I regularly contributed 

to Pace; but in 2010, a movie Waiting for Superman (about underprivileged 

children) inspired me to establish a posthumous annuity to create a scholarship 

fund at Pace. Giving back is critically important to me. I recognize how fortunate  

I’ve been, and am glad to help future Pace students.
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I’ve been proudly working for Pace’s 

Lienhard School of Nursing since 

1981—that’s more than half of 

Lienhard’s 50-year lifetime! From 

day one, I’ve been impressed by this 

great university and our students: 

dedicated, intelligent, creative, and 

hardworking diverse people, eager  

to practice nursing and committed  

to patient care.

 I also appreciate that my faculty 

and staff colleagues are committed 

to helping students become caring 

professionals and are dedicated to 

enhancing the student experience, 

resulting in a pioneering curriculum 

at the forefront of excellence in 

nursing education.

A Proud Legacy:  
30+ Years with Lienhard 
School of Nursing
By: Marilyn Jaffe-Ruiz
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Discover how your gifts can help make a difference for Pace University 
students. Contact Marc Potolsky, JD, LLM, at (212) 346-1619 or 
mpotolsky@pace.edu to learn more.

Joe Fineo



2016 Mortola  
Society Luncheon 

 When the University adopted 

the Work Toward Greatness motto 

years ago, it was a perfect fit, 

because Pace students, faculty, 

and staff have been working 

toward greatness for years.

 Now that I’m retired after 

decades serving Lienhard as 

a professor and dean, and as 

University Provost, I’ve included 

Pace in my estate; I’m proud to 

leave a legacy to help Lienhard 

students continue to improve  

their lives and continue to  

Work Toward Greatness.  

I’m hoping to help Lienhard  

for another 50 great years!

A Proud Legacy:  
30+ Years with Lienhard 
School of Nursing
By: Marilyn Jaffe-Ruiz
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Pace’s Edward J. Mortola Heritage Society held its 23rd annual luncheon on 

October 19 at our downtown campus. This year’s luncheon was preceded by a 

faculty lecture focusing on Pace students working in the criminal justice system 

and also featured a student who was awarded a scholarship from a bequest left 

to Pace. We hosted nearly 80 attendees, and five new planned gift donors were 

inducted into the Mortola Society. The Society now includes more than 300 living 

and memorial members, whose estate gifts for Pace continue to play an important 

role in securing the future for Pace students.

 

Marilyn Jaffe-Ruiz

Discover how your gifts can 
help make a difference for 
Pace University students. 
Contact Marc Potolsky, JD, 
LLM, at (212) 346-1619  
or mpotolsky@pace.edu to  
learn more.

In What Stage Is Your Plan?
Whether you are considering a will or need to update an 

existing one, our resource will guide you through every 

stage of planning. Simply return the enclosed survey to 

request your free copy of Your Will Planning Timeline. 



Remember Us in Your Will 
or Living Trust 

Having a will or living trust allows you to protect the people 

you love most even after you’re gone. What you may not 

realize is that these documents also offer an opportunity to 

continue your support of Pace University into the future. 

 Curious how it works? Here are a couple of common 

questions about using your will or trust to make a gift, 

along with helpful answers.

Q. How do I make my gift?
A  The process of making a provision in your will or trust 

for Pace University is easy. Start by using the enclosed 

survey to request official wording for the gift. Then ask 

your estate planning attorney to include the wording when 

you create your will or trust. If you already have a will 

or trust, simply ask your attorney to draft a codicil or an 

amendment to the existing document.

Q. What are the benefits?
A  As mentioned previously, a gift in your will or trust  

is easy to complete. Some other benefits include  

the following:

 •  You can leave assets without worrying about 

whether you will need them to live on, because 

you won’t actually be giving them away until  

after your lifetime.

 •  There are a number of ways to make your gift—you 

can give a specific item, an amount of money, a gift 

contingent upon certain events, or a percentage of 

your estate.

Have you already included Pace 
University in your will or trust? Let us 

know by returning the enclosed survey today.

Q&A



Can we reword to fit on one line? 

Marc Potolsky, JD, LLM
Director, Planned Giving
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Your Search for the 
Perfect Gift Is Over
We all have one: a box in the attic or closet where we put gifts from loved 

ones that don’t quite match our needs or styles. It’s the “re-gift” stash.  

 This year, you can make sure that your gifts to loved ones stay out of their 

re-gift box simply by rethinking what you give to those closest to you.

 

What to Give the Person Who Has Everything
As you celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, and other special occasions 

with friends and family this year, take a moment to reflect on what’s truly 

important to your loved ones. If that person values the important work we  

do at Pace University, consider making a gift in his or her honor.

 A tribute gift can make your loved one feel special because you are 

celebrating and supporting a cause that’s important in his or her life. Plus, 

you don’t run the risk of giving a gift that someone neither wants nor needs. 

To learn more about gifts  

that will truly touch your loved ones, contact 

Marc Potolsky, JD, LLM, at (212) 346-1619  

or mpotolsky@pace.edu today.

Give From  
the Heart

If you’ve recently lost someone 

close to you, celebrating a special 

occasion this year might be 

bittersweet as you think about  

a loved one who isn’t part of the 

festivities. If our work was important 

to your loved one, a gift to  

Pace University in his or her  

memory can be a meaningful  

way to make that special person 

part of your celebrations. 

Keep a  
Loved 

One’s Memory 
Alive

Marilyn Jaffe-Ruiz


